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Bittersweet Goodbyes and Happy Hellos

“I’ll see you soon! You be good and have fun, okay?” a 
mother says as she squeezes her child tightly. He nods and 
says goodbye as she kisses him on his forehead. 

The student is met by his houseparent and a high five. 

“Hey, man! How was your summer?” 

Move-in day was filled with bittersweet moments just like 
this. Hundreds of goodbyes and hellos took place as children, 
parents and Child Services staff made their way back to 
St. Joseph’s Indian School for the 2021-22 school year. 

The quieter sounds of summer — the singing birds, 
whooshing waves of the Missouri River and rustling 
breeze through the trees — have been replaced. Now we 
hear the sounds of bike tires whizzing down the sidewalk, 
joyful laughter and the ever-so-often hollers of, “I can’t find 
my backpack!” 

Both sets of sounds are beautiful, but the sounds of happy 
children are definitely preferred. It feels so wonderful to have 
the St. Joseph’s family back under the same campus roof. 

After the Lakota (Sioux) children were welcomed back 
with a staff parade, students eagerly began their first day 
of school. 

“Our students stay very busy and learn about 
a wide variety of concepts,” said 
Sharmel, principal. “Students 
have the opportunity to grow and 
learn in the areas that interest them 
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Lakota phrase owáyawa áye means 
they are going to school. 

Learn more Lakota words and phrases 
every Wednesday by visiting our 
Facebook page at stjo.org/facebook. 

while also exploring concepts they have not 
experienced before.”

What does a typical school schedule look like, 
you might ask? We’d love to show you. 

As the St. Joseph’s family embarks on this 
new school year together with you, our 
thiyóšpaye — extended family — may we all 
look to Wakȟáŋ Tȟáŋka — Great Spirit — to 
guide us. 

“I will instruct you and teach you the way you 
should go; I will counsel you with my eye 
upon you.” 

— Psalm 32:8

Philámayaye — thank you — for supporting 
the educational and other programs offered at
St. Joseph’s Indian School. 
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